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TIOUGHT S

It is the vrerogative of an editor to editorialize. The following

quotatlons from Arcrie Carr--one ¢ealing svecifically with crocodiles, the

other with conservation in general-—evitomize perfectly what this editor

feels should be the attitude end policy of the Crocodile Speciali st Groups |

"As with all the other less-lovely beasts of the earth, howeVer, the
greatest significance of the old, gross crocodile is his role'as a touch-
gtone to test the hearts of men, to see if our kind will finally save
srocodiles in some small gpots here and. there on the. earth only bedause

they were there before we came, and not for any other *eason." (Italics
5. editor's.)

"But for me it is sad that the intangible asvects of wilderness are
reing so dangerously ignored-~or not Just ignored, actually deprecated.
me hears on every ~hand, "We can't ask Africans to save geme for any
%arry-ejed esthet’c motlves; One has got to be reallstlc, you know,*

"And to be: sure, one hes to be., But one has to be fore51rhued, t00,
nd fovesee times when tourism will be disruvted, when new techniques of
and use make game nusbandry as obsolete as bla ckomithing is. One nust
hink a lons way bevond the llfe of zany material value for wilderness.
hinking that far anead, the only worth of wild land is the wonder in it,
he splendor of old Africe, the look and feel of an unspoiled bit of the
:wvinal earth,"

--3oth from Archie Cerr's, The Lend end Wildlife of Africa.

UGANDA
About four mowths ago one of the new5paperq in Kampala,
Uganda, carried front page plctures of President D. Amin

and a visiting Arab head of state on a hippo and crocodlle

shooting trip in Kabalega (= Murchlson) National Park.v It

would seem that hunting has come in an official capacity

to this well-known crocodile sanctuary.



| INITID TATES - |

§§ - On the night -0f.3 April 1974 the Philadelphia Reptile Exchange was -
igarglahizedg;;ggggggghe livestock ‘stolen were four juvenile Crocodvlusg . -
3aiensis and 2 juvenite ﬁélanosuchus niger. A $1000.00 rewaerd ig offered
éﬁfiinférmatioh leading to‘the paytieS'responsible for the theft.

WEAT BRITAIN | | - | :

¥ Gn the 10 December 1973 sarplus stock price list of the Raveneden
ivological Co., Itd., Rushden, England, are the follosing crocodilians:
‘our Caiman croc~3ilns vacare, two Crocodvlus siamensis, one C. morosus,
y pair (one mele, one female) Allicetor mississinniensts, and one I
ﬁi,'stoma schlegeli. —The pricé for the alligator vair (lengths six ang -
®even feet) was 400 1bs. sterling. |

L k
®XICO | | |
: From 22-June through'30 June 1974, the editor participated as a diver

n the CEDAM, International exvedition in Quintana Roo on the eastern, or
‘aribbean, coast of the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico. Although the vrimary .
mrpose'of‘thiS'expeditidm‘was-underwatér archeeology, it was nevertheless -
10ssible to .make certain observetions on the status of crocodiles in the area,
‘he editor would like to dhanik Ehégexpedition leaders, Mr. Peul Bush and .
ire Andreas 8, Rechnitzer, end his. teanm lgader, Dr. Eugenie Clark, for
Jdlowing him the time ‘off from his regular duties to do this field work. -
‘he follewing isg:the text of.a brief paper vresented by the editor at the -
EDAY, Internationsal Ymvosium, and scheduled for publication in the CIBAN -
. .2rnetional 3ulletin: : J '

il scoveries Relating to Mexican Crocodiles liade During CZDANM, International
974 Expedition in Quintans Roo--0On June 25, 1974, during the CIDAI,
ntefnational extedition in Quintans Roo, Group 3y headed by Jack Guy, was

-0 explore the ihland lagoon of'Chunyaxghé: On learning this, I requested

ack to ask.the Groud to watéh'for eny evidence of crocodile pooulations in

-he area, That evening Jack revorted‘that his Group had found two

rocqdile carcaszesg at what avpeared to be an sbandoned chiclero camp on the
ores of the lazoon, and that they had brousht them back to Alumal for my
tzpection. One vroved to be an 8-foot Americaen crocodile (Crocosvlus acutng);
ke other was a fuvenile I'orelet's crocodile (Crocodvius moreleti), The
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wlly akin“s had a’oparently been anoved from both specimens. From the state
il decomnosition they tould not have been killed more than 2 few months
wevious to dlscoverj. : ~ ‘

"C. acutus'is a 1arge species with a record length of 22 feet, though.

; 15~foot svecimen would be considered” a large =2dult today. It hasg-a wide
ange throughout the Carlbbean region., Althoush it has been! recorded ﬁrom~
| nland, frechzwater Hob*tats, it orefers brackish estuaries, and freely -
mters salt water. C. moreleti is a smaller species. Its record length .
-2 around 12 feet; zn adult “Deéimen'will averaze about 8 feet. Its range
.@ contined to parts of Guatemala, Belize, end Mexico, and it orefers

‘resh water. : i
uPhe follon1ng day, June 26, I went to Chunyaxnhe Lagoon, where Jack-—--

f’ wed ‘me the svot where the carcasses had been found.. It was located.in a.
)eautlful stand of elther virgin, or very old second growth, tropical rain-
orest. Jcck ‘Ruth' 7 v, Andv Rechnltzer, and myself also exvlored underwater
1 nortion of the channel connecting Chunyaxnhe and Boca Paila lagoons -looking
‘or crocodile dens in the banks, but without finding any. N R
"Chunyaxché is a fresh-water lagoon varying in depth from a few feet
to at least over 40 feet. The water is extremely clear;
"The discovery of these freshly-killed crocodiles has both conservation.
end scientific significance, From the conservation standn01nt, it means
that a population of these species in all probability still exists in the
“hun&axche-Boca Palla area; and whlle small end decimated by hlde-huntlng,

| Shl the Wex1can autqorltles. C. acutus has been d*a~tlcally aenle%ed ﬁyT
dbmmer01 21 hlde-huntln6 throughout its range. C. moreleti is even worse
st Only officidlly discovered in 1933, it i35 considered to be on the

verge of extinction. The IUCN (International Union fow Conservation of

Neture and Natural Resources) classifies it as 'critically endancered'. It
1s listed by the New York Zoologicel Society as a 'vanishing animal?,

"Scientifically, the C. scutus speciman confirms the existence of this
svecies on the Ceribbean coazt of the Yucatdn Peninsula. Prior to thig,
the only official recoré for C. acutus from the rr‘err:.tory of Quintana Roo
wvas'a single record from Isla lujeres. :

"The Chunyea Yche-goca Paila area constitutes a wildly beautifvl and
virtually unspoiled exvanse of troplcal forests,, swamps,' and wateru“ys. 2éd
10 this the existence of a crocodile population, the possible exi:tence of
& populetion of menatees (another threatened species), and the unique
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”ahaeological ‘interest of the region, and I think there is amole reacson for
ztting 1% ‘eside’ “either as a national park, or as some similar preserve under

wict and adequate protection.”

Although none oF the editor's fellow-expeditionaries were crocodile . . - .
’9ec1allsts, the above was received with greet enthusiasm. There does seem. -
T be a w’ﬂesnread interest tod?y in crocodilians and -their conoervatlon-—one

ight note on. & eenerally dark scene.
The editor was also much impressed with the votential of Scuba as a tool

z crocodilian field :tudles.
v Owing to their fragrance, the two very dead crocodiles were not vooular
-:t expedition headcuarters, and were disposed of as soon 2s the editor had
i 1ined and photographed them. 'The only material he was able to get beck
th were the two mexillae end the two premexillese from the skull of the
azller specimen (tentatively identified as C. woreTeti). These are being.
ent t6’ Wayne King, who, with Howard Campbell, is making a study of the

orohology of C. acutus and C. moreleti.

CBA _ :
Prof. Niguel L. Jaume of the Univergity of Havanna recently wrote

‘oward Cempbell to the effect that Cuba®plans to reintroduce 211 its captive .
rocoéiles into the wild in "Drlmltlve areas'-~Crocodvlus acutus to be
‘eleased near the sea, C. rhowbifer in inleand, fresh-water habitats. Hove- ,
‘hlly, thls would solve the hvbrldlzation problem. On June 4, the editor:
mate to Luis Varona requesting more details. In a letter dated July 22, Lr.‘
Tarona revlied that such measures were indeed being con81dered by the
wthorities, but that matters were still in the discussion sta ge, with

1w0th 1ng as v et o*flcl 1ly decided. As soon as anything definitive develovs,

2e will comminicate it to the Group.

AFRICA .
Tony Pooley rerorts the following develonments from Africa:

1) Crocodile Pilm,
' ' "Last month we started on dj;l-hour TVecpecial film on the crocodile and
grocodile farming in Ndumu. This feature was commissioned by the South
Africen Broadcasting Corporation and it is interesting that it is the only
film in & series of wild life features that will run for an hour. 4ll of
the others run for between 25-29 minutes. It thus gives us time to cover
zany aspects of the ecology of the crogodile and to get across conservetion

greament Se
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' 2) ;Botswggg;

';"Ajngpufwfhasfhnehjproduced.'Nile-Crocodile in the Okavango Delta® by -
Georgef ylor for Botswana Gane Industries. . B
@fw:;Fimﬁwhnndrudﬁﬁﬁke crocodile were collected from a 600 square mile -ares--
of thefuppér;Qkayangphnelta. The concession area encompassed the ®arious
channels of ~the -Okavanro River from the Nzamiland Yorder to the northern -
barder of the Moremi Wildlife Reserve. The crocodiles were shot at night,: :
using powerboathanﬁ:spotlights."Sking, feet, back scales and.skﬁlls.werez

- commercially utilized.

"They animals were found to prey upon barbel (Clarias.sp;), bream
iTiiania sv.), crabs, rodents, insects, enakes,.otters, turtles, antelope,
goats, cows, and other crocodiles, »

‘"Field measurements were mede on all crocodiles collected; the animals
were sexed ‘end ‘en attempt was made to establish the relative length reaéhed -
& 'sexual maturity, . .

"A brief mesting habitat survey was conducted and the author is .of the-
opinion that the population'appears-to-be makiﬁg a satisfactory comeback
fram the heavy hunting pressure exerted uvon it during the last two decades,:

- "Botswana Game Industries have been gréted a concession ta start-a
Uommercial Crocodile Parm at Shakawe Safari'Camp, but this has not yet - -
heen started due to difficulties in negotiating with locai tribesmen. Dr.
¥olfgang von Richter, FAO Ecologist-adviser to Botswana Wild Iife Devpartment,
informs me that a full-time c}ocodile biologist, Goran Blomberg, has been
appointed to study the crocodile meanwhile. I have already been in cdntact
with him . rconcerning methods of survey, trapving and marking, " LTIl
3) Mozembiaue, |

— "Crocodile hunting continues quite freely. My brother-in-law who was
working on a so0il survey on contract to the‘Hozambique~Government recently,
reports that on both sides of the Zambezi River, local Shagane tribesmen
n~ffered freshly saited skins to their party. At utarara, a local
%%rtuguese cafe owner suvplied the name and address of a tannery in Portugal
to whom he supplies locally bought skins. As usual, Portuguese authorities
Zeny all knowledge of crocodile poaching~-meanwhile, freshly sélted hides are
reddled in most of the local villares, |
4) Lake 3t. Lucia, Zululand--Provo sed Crocodilq_5h§p§qqng7

"A map of the area encompassing the section of the MNMuzi swamnps where
21 sturbance of nesting crocodiles has been observed, hes been submitted,
Yogether with a full revort on these activities, o

"Three covernment devartments areAinVOlved in this land and obviously
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‘@Qqaigxxprooess in persuading all 'concerned that the area needs~ -
: 4} -gﬁﬁwevery"the-request for a proclaimegd sanctuary has been -
tiated en |
.Provosed: Crocodile Educational Centre/Nature Park, Durban.

v'ﬂheréwwasﬂmuchvopposition in the local press to the news that a--- -~
godile exhibit-would be the main feature of the new bark in Durban®s-

ff 3Wamp£ﬁar£au:3Irate"old ladies complained that“the\érdés.wbﬁld:eEGape:‘f:

devour pet poodles, cats and little children. Others complained of the .-
ros ofvflies, the stench, and disease epidemics thatlwould spread from
‘farm to nearby residential suburbs, _

"The land in question has now been hended over by the Province to the
2L Parks Board and before any development can start, the Park has to be

inially;proclaimed;aa;a Nature Reserve; and this enactment is now in the - .

w Stages. , -
Résearch a2t NYdumu: Parental Care Observetions.

“"A series of-colour-and black and white photographs were taken showing

P

s
A
S

-5 m. female transporting 19 hatchlings in her gular vouch, 15 m. to-the . .-

ers Observations over 2 donths-proved that the female established a-
tery, kept 8 -other adults at‘bay; chased away a large water monitor

:rd from the nursery =rez and generally aéted 28 a good parent, evenm
igh.the young were not her own. Meny intefesting tests were conducted to
¢rve her reactions to pre-recorded calls of normal hatching and distress

LS and~in~turn;'her;own,.as well as other adult vocal resoonses were

3rded.."A:preliminaryureport has been written for publication and will »» v

- #ent out some time in July»When the Journal is due."
"René'Honegger has recently returned from field work in Botswana, with
foilowing data: ’
x River Lodge: (Ngamiland District) E. of Okavenco Delta. .

"The general area of the Khwai flood plain, as well as the lloremi
:rve, &nd varts of the Chobe National Park, was flooded. Heavy rains

2 commdngevgnytnight;i"l was repeatedly informed that such phenomena wasg “

registered for the vast 40 or so years, .
"The‘water table and consequently the vegetation was very high and fe¢v
:0odiles were seen by me. '
"Within the rrounds of *he Khwai River Lodge, in the self-declared
» reserve of the proprietors, some few small spnecimens ave caid to live,
c.were last seen before the " summer raing" last'October/November 1973.

awprogress will be revorted from time to tine. - -

i



’Juaauqutsideuthe-private game reserve,
k§9~190;emgyin;lengmhygwasusignaled over -the

7

8 gingle crocodile, ‘about
radio by a professional hunters

Q;the benerit-of another hunting varty in the field;

ggvanéo vemos: Xugena Fishing Camp.

- "During-e half en hour~night d(ive in an outboérd‘motor’launch in
oanachira Lagoon, the eyes of Seven crocodiles were seen. .Upon‘approaéhingg

our of the¢§nimals.disappeared within«26w25

pproached up -to a-few‘metErs, Two of them were at least 180 cm., two-

zaller, &bout 150 cm,
"During a motor launch cruize to the Gad

m. from the boat; three were--

ikwe Lagoon from Xugana, about -

3 kme, I saw again seven crocodiles, smaller'SDecimens, the largest about

20 cm.. They all were basking on the edge of

the papyru s-phragmites

wamps, . All of them could be aporoached close to touching,

2ot Crocodile CAmobs (The original outpost o
11led about 40y000-50,000 crocodiles some te

f Boby Wilmot, the man who -
n years ago). -

"Only a few amall svecimens were revorted to -be seen on few occassions,

ﬁformatiqn:~ by Tony Henley end Darryl Dandr
¢lby Safaris, Maun,

"Both these professional hunters indica
2dging the crocodile vovulation iq the swamp
tood. In the vicinity of the Khwei Rbver Lo
:*lonal Park) no lapger specimens known., Al

idge, ¢/o Ker, Dovwney and-

ted the difficulties of

s and especially during the - - -
dge and in 3avuti marsh (Chobe -

ong the Chobe River (Linyanti)

11y small ones ;o be seen. In the pest heavily hunted on the Chobe River

¢ night, , :

"The numbers indicated by Taylor (1973)
~efully, Henley_mehtioned the possibility
1@n indicated.

are to be considered very
of the numbers being larger

"In the Okavango Jvamps, crocodiles are killed “by the fishermen as.,
*oublesome animals without any use'ﬁﬁythEBSKin, etc;

"Both hunters have no knowledge of a scheme to collect egg S,

"They both 'have heard' of a Swedish ecolosi st (Blomberg) to be

;ﬁtioned-andaworking.at Shakawe, e. g., in the western part of the swemps, ™~

2y mentioned him being exployed by the‘Botswana_Game and Fisheries

ithorities,
niture of Crocodiles,

"Besides killing the crocodiles on night
tods are used in the svamp s
"From baited hooks which are either ﬁung

patrols, the following |

on a tree ebout 30-50 c¢m.,

°r the water or just on lang. Quch hooks are also attached to =mall

2den floats,

i ——— e i ¢ e
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u“los.",
CeAL T un‘s‘ﬁushman curio shov (o"med by Botswana Game Industries, -

* - i6I) 'a few: huge Jorssl scales are belngvoffered, mounted &s key-rings. .. - - -

me stuffed- baby- crocodile was within the office at Crocodile Camp, !Maun. ::
“No carved-or otherwise hand manufactured crocodile sculpture or
‘eplicas were encountered."

TAPAN

René Honegmer subnits the following English summery' of a vaper from the
A2urnal of Jsvcnese Association of Zoolomical Gardens end Acuariums (YQ}tJ;SK
0. 1) 1973: ‘ ‘ ‘ \

"In the crocoaile‘room of Oga Aquarium, ten adult spectacled caimans
ﬂwimén'crocodilus'crdcodilu s) have been kept and exhibited by landscape =
wthod since-dane in 1969, In this térrarium they have cooulated and laid
‘€8S every year since 1970.

"On the 12th of Iay in 1972,,one female laid thirty-two eggs in the
rater and ten of them were taken in en 1ncubator (kent in a temperature-of
i2 degrees C. and a humidity of 95%). On the 73rd day four of them hatched, - .
nd another three hatched on.the 75th day and seven young were born in all.
he rest were used for exveriment. The accunulated temperature needed for

A

he incubation was about 2,400 deerees C,

"The babies first ate living %111ifish on the 5th day after hatching,
nd they grew rapidly’ feeding on living fish (such as zoldfish end mud fish)
andAfresh fish (such as zobies and vond smelts). ‘hen measured six ¢ months - .
“Fter, their len~+h Droved to be about, two a2nd a half times, and their welight
»~out elghteen times, on their increase.m

JCZANIA : . .

During the CTDAM, International Quintana Roo exBediticn, one of the :

iditor's diving partners was Dr. James Jlley, & surgeon from Portlang,

iregon. Dr. Wiley stated that while diving recently in the ocean near

*alaun he had observed a small (about 4 feet) crocodile. He subsequently

,,,,, ade local inquiry, from which he Fathered that, while denleted bJ

’"derhuntlng, the reptiles were still numerous enough in certain parts of

the islands to be sy stematically hunted-~-also, that there is a2 nominal legal

srotection, but thet it is inadaqueate, unenforced, or both. ‘ ' .
From this it would seem thatt a beleaguered population of Crocodvlng

porogus may exist in the Palau Islands, If so, its protection should be a
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fﬂ;ﬁaiter'of priority. As vert of the Trust Territory of the PacificuIslands,

Palau ig under United States Jurisdiction, ‘Tt ig also legendary for the.:

_mggnifiqhngg;pf;Ltsgporal réefsﬁ It might therefore be feasible to include
g@gCPQ?QQiJQﬁqonqprvationvproject as part of a combined mangrove-coral reef

habitat oreserve of some sort. _ -
s ?inances?permitting;nthe'editorfhppes to investigate this in the field

'RECENT LITZRATURE OF IN7IRE

(Reviews by the editor whless otherwi se noted.)

.René Honegger, "Justice nour les ¢rocodiles." Panda (Vol.'7,,No. 1) Merch,

1974;/pp. 20-31.. (Note: mnig French article coverc escentially the Lanme

‘material as Nr., Honerger's earlier German article, "GefZhrdete Krokodilev,

published in the 26 January 1974 edition of Tages Anzeiqef lfarazin,) .~

Thighgfticlg,wby one of our-Group;members, is an excellent-and T
wenetrating. summery of the situation facing crocodile conzervation today,
,all,thé»key pointSware"bfought'out: the ecological importance»of-drocodiliz
-their desperately threatened status, in some species verging on extinetions
the role of commercig] exvdoitation as the arch-villian, with oublie - -
denand -as itS»aeeqmp%ice; the inability of ¢rocodile farms to supply more-
*han a small -percentage of the demand in the forséeable future; the
fufility of "nazver laws" for brotecting wilg poovulatipns, |

An even more chilling indictment of men's greed and woman's vanity 1s -
contained in the Gharial Sirvey Revort of the Madras Shake Parlr Trust ang
Conservetion“Centre. However, as the editor assumes that all Group memers
have byfnow_received,andvstudied this report, it will not be reviewed here. .
One comment -enly: - thisg Gharial report,should drove beyond ar-ument the
_tllaey of the "soft-line" anoroach to crocodilian conservation, and the
need for vigorous, no-comvromise action, ‘

' ' L

--Janes Powell, editor
- Plainview, Texas
12 Aurust 1974



